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       A Special Gift  
     for you  

 

 
Thanksgiving and Christmas is 
almost here. There probably will be 
a Christmas tree in your house 
somewhere and there the presents 
will appear under it. No doubt you, 
if you are like me, will snoop around 
enough to see which packages have 
your name on the tag, and begin to 
try to guess what is in them. If you 
guess what is in the package, you 
probably can't wait for the day to 
come for you to open it.  
 
During Advent, this season of 
expectancy, we are looking forward 
to Christmas and trying to anticipate 
what it really can mean to us. A part 
of that meaning is that there is a 
gift waiting for you.  It is the most 
valuable thing that anyone could 
ever have. It will open a really new 
and exciting possibility for you that 
will change the rest of your life. But, 
once you have guessed what is in it, 
you may decide not to open it. I 
hope you will choose to open it - but 
you may not. Let's talk about that.  
 
Romans 1:1-7 puts things into 
perspective. Paul wrote this letter to 
the Romans late in his ministry 
w h e n  h i s  f a i t h  a n d  h i s 
understanding of the good news 
were mature. He was making a 
careful effort to sum up everything 
of importance that he had been 
sharing with people all over the 
ancient world.  It is a very important 
summary of the meaning of 

everything that followed from the 
birth of Jesus which we will be 
celebrating soon. 
 
Let's talk about what it means to be 
a Christ-follower. The idea we have 
in mind about what it means to be a 
Christ-follower is different from what 
Paul meant.  A Christ-follower is not 
someone who is perfect. Read the 
stories of the biblical saints. They 
were very human. Even Paul himself 
was headstrong, impulsive, and 
inclined to be a little arrogant - and 
he had a temper. But God accepted 
them as they were and worked with 
them and used them in the service of 
God's high purpose. Faith in Christ 
will make a real difference in your 
life.  After those differences are 
made, you will still be you. Being 
"real" is a part of what it means to 
be a Christ-follower. 
 
A saint is not someone who can't 
have any fun. You will see that some 
of the things that are characteristic 
of the lives of the saints make it 
easier, not harder, to have fun. The 
saints are more likely to experience 
real joy in living than anyone else.  
 
God has an urgent need for Christ-
followers who are business people, 
engineers, teachers, politicians, 
doctors, managers, farmers, and 
workers in every kind of field you can 
imagine, average people. It is 
through just such people that God 
works to transform the world.  
 
Being a Christ-follower requires 
commitment. There is the rub. The 
Christian faith requires us to venture 

out into life daring to trust the reality 
and the love of God instead of 
hanging on to the tangible little 
things we try to use as life 
preservers. The Christian faith 
requires us to march to the beat of a 
different drummer; it requires us to 
let our lives be shaped by an 
ongoing, daily interaction with the 
living God. Being a Christ-follower 
requires us to be committed to a 
purpose bigger than our own little 
purposes. It  requires us to 
intentionally invest our lives in 
accomplishing the purpose of God. 
This is a big requirement. Some of us 
are not willing to make that kind of 
commitment. We are so caught up in 
the little commitments of our little 
lives that we can't see any other 
calling as anything but an imposition. 
To answer the call to be a saint - that 
is, to be a Christ-follower - requires 
commitment. 
 
There is freedom in this package. 
When we think of "being saved" we 
ought not just to think of being 
saved from some abstract thing 
called "sin." God actually works to 
save us from the things that are 
really messing up our lives, like the 
guilt that keeps us from being able to 
like ourselves, or the anxieties that 
make us afraid to venture out into 
life and relationships, or the selfish 
ambitions that make slaves of us and 
drive us mercilessly, or the bitterness 
that makes all of life taste bad, or the 
hatreds that could make us do 
destructive things.  The freedom that 
we gain through faith in Christ is 
freedom for a new life in Christ.  
 

November 2009 December 2009 

Happy Thanksgiving Merry Christmas 



There is happiness in this 
package. Ask any random group 
of people what they want most 
out of life and the majority of 
them are l ikely to say, 
"Happiness." There is a special 
kind of happiness in the package 
for you. There is no promise that 
everything is always going to 
come out like you want it to.  
There is an assurance that life as 
a whole is a good gift from God 
that we should receive gratefully 
and enjoy fully. Following Christ 
can teach us how to enjoy life 
even when circumstances are not 
what we wish for them to be.  
 
In this package there is also the 
ability to love. Love is something 
that we all want in our lives. 
Many of us don't have a clear 
idea about what love is, much 
less the ability to do it. Part of 

our inability to love has to do 
with our unwillingness to make 
commitments. God sent Jesus to 
show us what it means to love 
and God surrounds us with love, 
God's love and the love of others 
teaches us the ability to share 
love. 
 
Purpose is in this package, too.  
In order to be truly human, we 
need a purpose to live for. One 
that is big enough to be worth 
the investment of our lives. God 
is at work in the world to do 
something about it and God calls 
those who are set apart for his 
service to participate with him in 
building a better world. Yes, it 
can be costly to get involved in 
Godôs activities, but it can give 
you a purpose for your life that is 
worth living for. Freedom, 
happiness, love, purpose, these 

are some valuable gifts. Who 
knows what else you will find in 
your own personal gift from God? 
It is something that God wants 
for you because God loves you. 
God picked it out for you and put 
it under the Christmas tree with 
your name on it. It is all part of 
the calling to be saints, to be 
Christ-followers, people set apart 
for the service of God.  It will 
r e q u i r e  c o m m i t m e n t . 
Commitment is an essential part 
of answering the call. Things just 
won't work without it. I can 
understand that when you have 
guessed what is in that package 
some may not want to open it. 
But I hope you will.  Merry 
Christmas! 

Continued from page 1 

Christmas  Choir Cantata  
   Emmanuel:  Celebrating Heaven's Child"    

 by J Lindsey & R  Mauldin 
 

      Sunday,  December  13,  2009   

10:30 a.m.   
 

 This will include our Sanctuary Choir, Children's 

Choir, instrumentalists and narrators. 
 Singers from our Hispanic Church will  lead us in 

singing "Silent Night"  in Spanish 



P A G E  3  

 

Dear friends and family at VFFC. As we charge into November and De-
cember, I hope and pray your homes and hearts are warm with joy as 
the cold air and the holidays rush in on us. As I meet many of you at 
church, I sense Godôs joy in your hearts. 
 

Marilyn and I installed a pellet stove in our family room. I had hoped the warm air 
would quickly find its way up to the other levels. It turns out it heats the lower room 
very well! I wanted the rest of the house warm in a short time. I continue to learn itôs 
the same thing with Godôs patience with me, when I want things to happen now. He 
continues to change things as I am able to handle them. And as I look back I always 
see God was not in a panic, but had things all set to work out for the good. Continue to 
encourage each other in our body as God works out the many details that are very im-
portant to each one of you, both at VFFC and in your personal lives. Godôs plan and pur-
pose for our church body will become clearer as we stay close to him and each other.  
 
May the love of Jesus warm your hearts as the heat from my stove warms our house. 
Donôt hesitate to call if you have any concerns or questions, weôll work them together. 
 
Duane Delano   del721283@msn.com      772-5170 

Mark your Calendars  
The Best Christmas Present Ever - Happy Birthday Jesus 

December 6, 2009 at 10:30 am.    

The Children are busy working on their Christmas program,  ñThe Best Christmas Present 
Everò, and are excited to let you know about the project they have been working on.   The 
children will be having gifts under the tree for the program.  What we would like to do is 
collect new toys for  our children to wrap which will be used under the tree for the program.  
After the program we will donate the gifts to needy families.  If you would like to donate to 
this project you may leave your gift in the office.  (Please note that it is for the childrenôs 
program).  Any questions contact Sheryl Doty or Jan Younce. 

mailto:del721283@msn.com


 

FIRST FRIENDS CHURCH  

2710  NE 65TH AVE.  

VANCOUVER, WA  98661  

360 - 695 - 4455  

WWW.VFFC.ORG  

 DECEMBER 6, 2009  

10:30 AM  



 
 
 
 
All ladies are invited to our next Friends Womenôs early in December.  Be 
watching the bulletin for the upcoming date. There will be no meeting in No-
vember. 

 

 

 

Bobõs Red Mill 

 

Tuesday, December 1  

 

Leave 9:15 am  

 

Lunch cost: $7.00 -$10.00  
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Global Outreach  
 

                           

 

EFMôs newest missionaries to Ireland  

 
David, Tricia, Jonathan and Moriah Howell arrived in Ireland last June after 3 years of 
waiting on God for the go -ahead. They are now living and ministering in Wicklow Ire-
land. 
 
Initially they spent quite a bit of time exploring their new hometown finding what the 
needs of the community were. They had a lot of fun trying to figure out what people 
were sayingéand learning to drive on the wrong (left) side of the road. 
 
They believe one of the areas they will be investing their time in is with the kids and 
youth. Apparently, Ireland, as a whole, is a very young population.  
 
Tricia spends her time disciplining and sharing with several ladies in Wicklow. She has 
an amazing ministry with these ladies. Many of these relationships have come through 
her ñBad Girls of the Bibleò group or by talking with the ladies as she brings them 
baked goods. She is starting her second year as a member of the PTA for the kidôs 
school, which has presented a lot of great opportunities to meet other moms.  
 
David recently flew to Germany for 9 days with the teens from Cairde Christian Fel-
lowship, to be one of the leaders for Teen Street. Teen Street is an annual rally with 
around 4000 teens gathering from all over Europe. He helped lead several Chat rooms 
for the teens and was the male leader from Cairde.  
 
 The kids are excited about all of their new friends and school. Jonathan who is 10 
has been able to share American baseball with his classmates. Moriah has started her 
violin lessons and is excited about that. School is now back in session after a busy 
summer with trips and visits from grandma and grandpa so they are ready to settle 
down to a normal routine.  
 
Currently, they are praying for more core members to become part of their home 
worship group. One family has become good friends and have been Christians for a 
couple of years. They are still very new to the faith, but they have asked them to be 
part of their core group. Please join in their prayers.  
 
To keep up with this fast -paced family and ministry visit their web page at 
www.howellclan.net. Or email them at howellclan@gmail.com 

 
Judie Sharpe 
GO Clerk 

G 

http://www.howellclan.net/
mailto:howellclan@gmail.com


          Thank  you  one  and  all  for  giving  the  Bibles  which  you  no  longer  use  for  
us  to pass on to the Bible Foundation in Newberg, OR.  They have many requests from 
countries over seas for used Bibles  and even the usable parts from worn out Bibles.         
It is not too late to turn in a Bible you no long use.    Just leave it in the office for Mel 
Kern to pick up.   This is the organization with which our friend, Jerry Magee works.  
      
Our annual Thanksgiving dinner at FFC will be held on Sunday, November 22nd at noon 
in the Fellowship Hall. The meat and drinks will be furnished.   You may bring either a 
vegetable dish, a  salad or a dessert.  A sign up sheet will be in the foyer for you to indi-
cate your choice.   Also we will need people to sign up to help organize the food in the 
kitchen, set it out and help clean up.  After the dinner we will have a time on an open 
mic for us to share about that for which we are thankful.    The  "Blessing Boxesò   will 
be collected on this Sunday at our noon Thanksgiving dinner. More details will be forth-
coming. 
 
           A three months free trial subscription to a Focus on the Family Bulletin  insert 
has been ordered.  It includes guidance on such topics as improving family communica-
tion, being an effective parent, raising children who love God and want to serve Him and 
teaching children to make wise choices.   Your feedback will be very important in re-
gards to its continuation or not. Please watch for and read this bulletin insert.  
 
          Our participation in the WHO (Winter Hospitality Overflow) has always been a 
great opportunity to serve the homeless. This year we will be at St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church on Monday, January 18, 2010 through Saturday, January 23, 2010, and at St. 
Andrew's Lutheran Church on Sunday, February 28, 2010 through Tuesday, March 2, 
2010.   The shifts run from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., from 9:30 p.m. to 6:30 a.m. and 
from 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m..  Ted Grimsted will be organizing our participation.  Please 
review your calendar and consider taking one of the evening shifts.  
 
          If you are interested in participating in the Clark County -Wide Inter -Service Club's 
annual "Walk and Knock" please note  the following information.  On November 21, 
2009 meet at the Stop Hunger Warehouse at 7509 NE 47th Ave. to fold bags to insert 
into newspapers.  Starting at 8:00 a.m. they will fold for 3 to 4 hours.  Then on Satur-
day, December 5th, they will walk and knock to receive food from those willing to do-
nate nonperishable food. 
 
         Please remember to leave your notes about items you want to sell, buy , are 
seeking  or want to give away  in the office. Sheryl will post these on our FFC commu-
nity bulletin board which is located on the wall by the literature rack.    
 
By Mel Kern 
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3 Mary Pickett 
7 Karen Zoller-Vest 
13 Chique Zoller 
 Makayla Mckee 
14 Landon Cooper 
18 Duane Carson 
19 Karen Cooper 
 Jeremy Larsen 
20 Louise Shields 
 Zac Horne 
21 Jordan Cooper 
22 Soledad Espina 
 

 
 

 
5 Mr & Mrs Duane Delano 
21 Mr & Mrs Ted Grimsted 
 

 

 
 

 

1 Walter Ellis 
3 Rod Kirstein 
4 Tom Lenz 

Abby Grimsted     
Zoe Kelley 

 Becca Larsen 
9 Marilyn Delano 
 Noel Sawyer 
12 Steven Selix 
18 Christine Kirstein 
19 Joey McKee 
21 Kathy Adams 
 Melissa Coughtry 
22 Abigail Selix 
 Gillian Selix 
24 Dotty Montei 
26 Jim Vest 
 Linda Hawkins 
27 Jeanine Selix 
28 Christine Kirstein  
 

 
 
 
 
6 Mr & Mrs Joe Adams  
14 Mr & Mrs Dan Younce 



 
 

 
 

Check out our the church library.  There are books for all ages plus 
videos and  DVDs.  Below is this month featured books. 
 

Adult Session  
 

 12 Sermons on Thanksgiving    By Charles Spurgen 
 

Seniors  
  

 A Gardener Looks at the Fruits of the Spirit    By W. Phillip Keller 
 

Youth  
 

 The Unquerchable Worshipper    By Matt Redman 
 

Children  
 

 The World God Made    By Alice Bergey 
 
 




